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in a banana-leaf, moistens the bundle with water, and
buries it in the ground; then he imitates with his mouth
the plashing of rain.1 Amongst the Omaha Indians of
North America, when the corn is withering for want of
rain, the members of the sacred Buffalo Society fill a large
vessel with water and dance four times round it. One of
them drinks some of the water and spirts it into the air,
making a fine spray in imitation of a mist or drizzling rain.
Then he upsets the vessel, spilling the water on the ground ;
whereupon the dancers fall down and drink up the water,
getting mud all over their faces. Lastly, they squirt the water
into the air, making a fine rnist This saves the corn.2 In
spring-time the Natchez of North America used to club
together to purchase favourable weather for their crops from
the wizards. If rain was needed, the wizards fasted and
danced with pipes full of water in their mouths. The pipes
were perforated like the nozzle of a watering-can, and through
the holes the rain-maker blew the water towards that part of
the sky where the clouds hung heaviest But if fine weather
was wanted, he mounted the roof of his hut, and with
extended arms, blowing with all his might, he beckoned to
the clouds to pass by.8 In time of drought the Tarahumares
Indians of Mexico will sometimes throw water towards the
sky in order that God may replenish his supply. And in
the month of May they always burn the grass, so that the
whole country is then wrapt in smoke and travelling becomes
very difficult. They think that this is necessary to produce
rain, clouds of smoke being, in their opinion, equivalent to
rain-clouds.4 Among the Swazies and Hlubies of South-
Eastern Africa the rain-doctor draws water from a river with
various mystic ceremonies, and carries it into a cultivated
field. Here he throws it in jets from his vessel high into
the air, and the falling spray is believed to draw down the
clouds and to make rain by sympathy.6 To squirt water
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